HOW TO: Use the Makerspace (ages 12+)

1. Sign up for a library card or make sure yours is up to date and in good standing:

Free for residents of: 78004, 78006, 78015, 78027, 78070, 78132, 78133, 78163, 78260, 78261, 78266, 78606, 78623

Or just $50 per year for access to all the MFPLibrary has to offer!

2. Read the Use Policies & Safety Guidelines and sign the liability waiver: 
		
The agreement covers our policies, basic safety information and availability of materials. Signing the waiver is an agreement to adhere to these policies and guidelines so no one gets hurt and the equipment stays in working order. The waiver is good for one year from the date signed. Ages 12 - 16 will need guardian permissions and may attend Makerspace events with their guardians. 

3. Register online for classes to learn and create:

We teach 3D Printing, Laser engraving, Sublimation projects, Cricut machines, Photography, Free Design softwares, Sewing, and a variety of hands-on crafts like woodworking, clay basics (fired), leather-working, die-cutting and foiling. Materials are covered for classes. Teens and tweens have regular opportunities to see Makerspace equipment in action through youth programs and library events.

4. Register for Open Maker Hours for personal projects and one-on-one learning:

Got a project in mind? Want to see how our equipment works? Bring in your ideas, materials and interest and we will help make them a reality. Check out our community projects binder for ideas or past curriculum and even add to it! We love to explore and learn new things together.
  		
5. Get DIY Certified to schedule Makerspace equipment appointments:

Once you are comfortable with the equipment we will certify you to manage your own projects by appointment. We will always be on site for questions and troubleshooting, but you will be able to work without overt guidance. 
 
6. Stay tuned for opportunities to check out Makerspace crafting and electronics kits: 

We are in the process of making small kits available for leatherworking, beading, knitting, weaving, stop-motion creation, stamp making, small electronics exploration, robotics, and more! Stop by the Library of Things today!
Makerspace Equipment & Capabilities

3D Printers: Prusa MK2.5s and MK4. We use Prusa Slicer (free software) and free online sources such as Tinkercad (free 3D model creation and more) and Thingiverse and Printables (free model downloads). 

CNC Router: Makita router with a cnc table capable of cutting into roughly 15x30” materials such as wood and soft metal plates. We use Carbide Create (free version) to design and Carbide Motion (free) to control the table. Check out Cutrocket.com for ideas and project instructions.
 
Sublimation Station: Epson ecotank printer with sublimation ink and a number of heat press configurations to make hats, mugs, t-shirts and more!

Laser Engraving & Cutting: Glowforge Pro and Epilog Zing. We use a number of free design softwares like Canva, Inkscape and Google Drawings for engraving and creating SVG files for cutting. (The Zing currently requires access to paid software for cutting).

Woodworking equipment: a variety of power tools and larger woodworking equipment. For a full list see the woodworking descriptions handout.

Kiln: Stay tuned for a regular firing schedule for clay and glazes.

Sewing: Janome 8077 sewing machines and a Brother Serger. Stay tuned for classes and related instruction.

Crafting: Cricut Makers, Cricut Joy, Brother Scan-n-Cuts, Heidi Minc Swapp Foiling, Big Shot die-cutting, Hand-press die cutting, button makers, weaving, knitting, beading, and tools for various hand-crafts.

Electronics: Digitizing for a variety of analog mediums, lightbox, photography, podcasting, robotics, Raspberry Pi and arduino, Korg recording and synthesizing, microscope and digital camera, CoDrones, and more. 

Come and Make it!
We are constantly learning and exploring our own equipment and we want you to as well! We will teach you formally or informally everything we know and we’re thrilled to learn and tackle new things together–just sign up for classes or Open Maker hours and together we will make the most of our collective skills! You can also reach out to Maker@mfplibrary.org or stop by with any questions. 
